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John 21:1-14 

“Failed! Not forsaken”. 
 Pastor James Owolabi 

 
 
Today we are studying John 21:1-14. Let me begin by asking you the following questions: 

1. How did you fail the lord this week? 
2. Are you walking in guilt about the way you lived this week? 
3. Do you think God is mad at you about something? If so, what? 
4. In what way did you fail God this week as a parent? 
5. Did you fail God this week as a husband? 
6. Did you fail God this week as wife? 
7. What specific ways did you fail God in the past 6 months that are holding you hostage in your 

mind? 
“If each of us knew how sinful we really are, we would not be so shocked or subdued by our failures. 
But most of us do not know the depths of our own depravity. So we are shocked, particularly by a fall 
into serious moral sin or by our surprising ability to deny Jesus Christ. When we sin in such ways, it is 
a tactic of the devil to argue that, having sinned, we have forfeited our chance for a successful and 
happy Christian life and that we might as well go on sinning. Like most of the devil’s statements this 
is untrue. Though we sin, we have nevertheless not forfeited our chances for a full Christian life, nor 
dare we go on sinning. Instead, the Christian way is that of repentance and restoration. This is the 
point of the story of Peter’s restoration by Jesus in John 21. Peter had failed the Lord in his hour of 
apparent need. He had abandoned him and had compounded his cowardice by a threefold denial that 
he had ever known him. Yet Jesus loved Peter, and Peter knew that he loved Jesus. T	  Are you in need 
of restoration of fellowship with Jesus? Then Peter's story in John 21 is your story; understand the 
story of Peter’s restoration we need to understand something about Peter’s fall. Its cause was self-
confidence.” –James Montgomery Boice. 
 
My friend, you are not alone! 

• We have all had moments of misery caused by decisions that have not honored the Lord. 
• We have all had relationships and friendships that have moved us away from our love 

affair with the Lord.  
• Maybe this week you were physically involved in an interaction where you betrayed your 

love for our Savior. 
• Maybe you told a lie to a parent (or a co-worker) about details to an event, denying your 

allegiance to the one who gave his life for you.  
 

• “Giving up on God is the only sure way to fail as a Christian and follower of Christ” –
 (Gena Showalter). 

 
I’ve failed God many times (don’t be surprised). You have too! We’ve all failed God. And we will 
continue to fail God. Failing God is part of the journey of following Christ. You WILL fail God 
along this journey – you can’t prevent that. But failure in the Christian life is never final!!! How you 



deal with that failure is what makes the difference: The successful Christian life belongs to the 
men and women of God who have never wasted their failures. 

 
In our John 21:1-14, we meet Peter, frustrated with his personal failure: 

• Peter and the other disciples are returning to fishing after losing their mentor-Christ to a 
brutal death. When Peter denied the Lord that night, the Bible tells us that he went out and 
“wept bitterly.” Peter was miserable in his new condition.  He knew that he had wronged the 
Lord.  He knew that he had violated something very precious and sacred.  He was a miserable 
man! 

• The fatal part of this season of failure was not only the death of Christ, but also their failure 
to embrace Christ in His time of need.  A BIG TIME LOSER AND FAILURE! “And that is how 
Peter felt after Jesus rose from the dead. He couldn’t get his own failure out of his mind. In a 
moment of personal crisis, he had denied the Lord. Not once, but three times. And he did it 
only hours after bragging openly that he would be faithful to Jesus even if everyone else fell 
away. O how the mighty are fallen. One moment he is cocksure and arrogant. A few hours later 
a teenage girl brings him down. Under pressure, the bold apostle turned to butter. “Are you 
one of those men who were with Jesus?” “Jesus! I don’t know him.” “Didn’t I see you with his 
disciples?” “I don’t know the man.” “Aren’t you a follower of Jesus of Nazareth?” He begins to 
swear as only a fisherman can swear. “I tell you, I don’t know that man.” In the distance a 
rooster crowed. Moments later Jesus was brought out from his trial before the high priest 
Caiaphas. Luke 22:61 says that the Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. That’s when the 
full impact of his sin hit him. Realizing what he had done, Peter went outside and wept bitterly. 
Two days later Jesus rose from the dead. When the women arrived at the tomb, an angel 
announced the good news and instructed them to “go, tell his disciples and Peter” (Mark 16:7). 
What does that mean—"his disciples and Peter?” Peter’s denial has separated him from the 
other disciples. No doubt he wondered to him many times—"What am I now? Am I a traitor or 
am I a disciple? “Whenever we deny Christ (by word or by deed) we lose three valuable things: 
We lose our joy. We lose our assurance. We lose our boldness. Peter lost all three. He had no 
joy, he had no assurance, and he had no boldness. John 21 is the story of how all three were 
restored to him”. (Ray Pritchard). 

•  “Jesus Found Peter - After the sin, after the return to the old life, after a long night of 
failure, Jesus stepped onto the scene and in a few minutes turned everything around and made 
things like they ought to be” 

 
Today we learn 3 lessons from Peter and the disciples’ failures: 

1. God loves to use the platform of our failure to lead us into success. (21:1-6) 
o Notice, the disciples did not recognize Jesus. 
o The disciples were not expecting Christ to approach them. 
o Jesus Christ did not reject the disciples. 

 
2. God loves to unleash the power of His presence into the mess of our broken dreams. 

(21:7-9) 
o Christ called them to abandon fishing and pursue Him. 
o Christ did not condemn them for fishing. 



o Christ showed them His power, despite their lack of faithfulness to His call. 
 

3. God loves to utilize the moments of our greatest failures to propel us into the movement 
of His greatest grace. (21:10-14) 

o Jesus Christ ate and fellowshipped with the disciples. 
o Jesus Christ accepted the disciples, despite of their previous denial of Him. 
o God wants to use the moment of your greatest failures to show you His great love for 

you. 
 
 
How can we keep from failing Jesus Christ every day? (5 ways from Michael Youssef): 

1. Keep Jesus at the center of your life, not at the sidelines of your life:  
o “We like to think that we keep Jesus at the center of our homes, but He's really more 

of a peripheral matter. Our minds are occupied with: 
§ Career issues 
§ Paying the bills 
§ Saving for our kids' college education 
§ Our social activities 

o We like to think we are focused on Jesus. But if we are honest with ourselves, then we 
have to admit that we actually only keep Jesus at the periphery (the sidelines) of our 
lives.” 
 

2. Spend time with your spouse this week reading John 21:1-14. 
o Before and after, ask the Lord to help you understand what He wants you to know from 

this passage. 
o Be open to what God reveals to you both in this passage. 
o Be willing to respond to what He has revealed to you. 

 
3. Speak with the Lord during your morning commute. 

 
4. Share with your co-workers all that God has taught you from this message today. 

 
5. Daily, share with God your need for His strength to walk with Him 

	  


